xoS          CAROLINE THE ILLUSTRIOUS
wonder they were undecided how to act, for the] were between the Scylla of Popery and the Charybdi of Calvinism.
Yet the impassioned appeal which James hac addressed to his sister that she would prefer " you own brother, the last male of our name, to th< Electress of Hanover, the remotest relation w< have, whose friendship you have no reason t< rely on, or to be fond of, and who will leave th< government to foreigners of another language, anc of another interest,"1 could not fail to awaken ; responsive echo in the Queen's heart. Other con siderations weighed too. She was by temperamen superstitious, and as her health failed and she sa\ herself like to die, childless, friendless and alone, sh< came to think that the restoration of the crown t< her brother was the only atonement she could mak for the wrong she, his best-loved child, had done he father. This sentiment of Queen Anne's was we! understood, and for the most part approved, by th Courts of Europe, with whom, almost without ex ception, the Hanoverian claims were unpopular, an< considered to have little chance of success. Th ambitions of the Electress Sophia met with n sympathy, and the idea of her becoming Queen c England was scouted as preposterous. Even he beloved niece and confidante, the Duchess c Orleans, gave her cold comfort. " Queen Anne,
1 Letter of James to Queen Anne, May, 1711. In this letter fc styles himself " The Chevalier St. George ". It is to be noted that t does not speak of the Electress Sophia as a foreigner, but only of h< descendants.